DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
bankrupt, and It seemed that, while my earnings receded into the
distance, I was still bound to him for future books.
Eventually that tangle was cleared up, but it took a long
time, and this delayed me from doing what I wanted to do. As
soon as I could see my way a little clear I took the plunge,
It was a plunge, for I had been seventeen years with The Times,
fourteen of them a member of the editorial staff, eleven years a
correspondent in many parts of Europe* I had to live, There was
even, for those who set store by such things, the consideration of
pension rights.
It was all one to me, The review of Insanity Fair in The Tims
treated a correspondent of long experience in Continental Europe
as an overwrought babbler, found truth in the statement, in
another book, that the idea of Hitler's annexation of Austria was
*a bogy of the English imagination** and recommended me to
retire to the country and read it, and from that moment I felt
that I ought to leave The Tim$ and was determined at the first
opportunity to do so. That bankruptcy delayed me.
Now, when I took from the hotel porter in Belgrade the letter
containing the acceptance of my resignation, I felt like a man
reborn. I was free to start again. With the hilarious feeling that
new adventures and new struggles lay before me I went out and
spent a happy evening in the restaurants and caf<5s of Belgrade.
Don't be the slave of that Job- When you feel it to be an in*
tolerable servitude, give it up* The future will be full of disasters,
but they will never happen. You will be the better for a change.
You will be better still if you break free from jobs altogether and
work for yourself* Far too many Englishmen work for other
people and not for themselves* The strength of the Jews is that
they realize that you can never find riches by working for other
people* There are other things, more valuable than riches, that
you can only find when you work for yourself.
You ought at all costs to set up on your own, somehow, I was
slow enough to realize this, and see now that I missed many earlier
opportunities, I cannot regret 'it, because I contrived neverthe-
less to have a great time, but I do see how vitally important it is.
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